‘Skellig’
by
David Almond
Symbols – 2 

Now that you have created your poster on symbols connected with flying and flight, try to think what these symbols are meant to get us, as readers, to think about.

Some of the examples your group has gathered for your poster are probably not quite important enough in themselves to be considered as symbols but, put together, they enrich our experience of reading the novel and help direct our attention to the really important examples which are symbols.

Think about the following examples:



Skellig (and his wings)



The transparent wings (on Michael, Mina and the baby)



The fledglings (and their nest)

What ideas do these represent in the novel?

In order to answer this question, you really need to think about the novel as a whole from the beginning when Michael and his family have just moved into their new home, through his unhappiness and worry about his baby sister to the point when problems are resolved and the family are happily together in their home with the baby facing a bright future.  You need to also think about changes which take place in Skellig, the baby and the fledglings from the start to the end of the novel.
Try to write at least half a side of A4 about the importance of symbols in the novel.

You could start with the following:

In ‘Skellig’,  David Almond uses symbols connected with flight to suggest important ideas in the novel.  One of these symbols is…’   

